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 INTRODUCTION & SUMMARY 

 

Dear colleagues, 

 

it is with great pleasure that we hereby present the report on 2021 research activities by the 

PINNACLE research group of the Department of Intensive Care and Neonatology at University 

Children’s Hospital, and at the Children`s Research Center. 

PINNACLE stands for Pediatric and Neonatal Intensive Care Research Group and was formed 

at the beginning of 2021 to unite and cross-fertilize the highly interdisciplinary research working 

a focus on critically ill children and neonates at the University Children’s Hospital Zürich. The word 

“pinnacle” refers to a peak or mountain summit. PINNACLE thereby not only represents the char-

acteristic Swiss landscape; in addition, some of our patient families describe the experience of 

intensive care as “climbing a mountain”. We see therefore “pinnacle” as a metaphor of challenges, 

aspirations, and achievements forming the core of our research group. Our overall aim is to em-

bed research as a standard of care in neonatal and pediatric intensive care, enabling innovation 

and quality improvement leading to better short- and long-term outcomes for our patients. 

The 2021 PINNACLE Research report demonstrates the diversity of the group spanning from 

basic science, healthcare quality and outcome research, to interventional trials. The over 70 pub-

lications highlight the activity at local, national, and international level, with partnerships with 

worldwide leading institutions such as Imperial College. Moreover, particular attention is given to 

the promotion of young researchers, who successfully contributed with several publications.  

Several grants including SNF and NIH help to set the basis to further expand that work over 

coming years. Two important milestones for the future will be to further implement the interdisci-

plinary work by supporting novice and early career researchers from medical, nursing, allied 

health, and other disciplines. Second, particular attention will be given to the development of an 

active partnership work with patients, families, and public during all stages of the research process 

(patient and parent involvement – PPI). 

In this dynamic research environment, we are particularly grateful to have been able to employ a 

core study coordinator team at the end of 2021. The recruitment of Elisa Zimmermann, Kathrin 

Weber, and Marion Meier enhances our research capacity and brings unique expertise to the 

team to conduct trials, as evidenced by the successful conduction of the SwissPed Recovery RCT 

on children with COVID-19 associated Paediatric Inflammatory Multisystem Syndrome, and sev-

eral other studies underway. Furthermore, we are most thankful for the strong support from the 

Children’s Research Center (CRC) which has been essential to enhance the research capacity 

of our department.  
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Finally, we would like to thank all PINNACLE team members, the staff of the Department of In-

tensive Care and Neonatology, our partners, and the Children`s Research Center at University 

Children`s Hospital Zürich for their activities and support for research as a key part of high quality 

care.  

Most importantly, we are grateful for the willingness of families to participate in research during 

challenging and stressful times, hoping to help improving outcomes for children in the future. 

 

Your 

  

Cornelia Hagmann  and  Luregn Schlapbach 

 

 

Picture from the 2022 Start of the Year PINNACLE Research Group meeting  

(note: not all members present on the picture) 
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